REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01329  2609 


THE  ROMANCE  OF  THE 

•  i 

POLISH  FAMIJLy 
ASSOCIATION 


By  Lester  LeRoy  Roush 


PUBLISHED  AUGUST,  1937 


IS 


3HT  30  3DHAMOH  3HT 

•:  , 


s 


!  «  fi  - 

'  1  ? Vr * 

*  ■  k/i!  ^  •? , 


•  S&  2j*  v. '  ■  ,tf  hl|*r  c^’axyijL, .* 

'  V\  ■, 

MpS^yi-  M  1 

i  'i. ,LA  ;.  I'j'.f  i‘  $>  <  %  v*'  n  f  * 

:  »*>«.  »j.«'.L  i.  i$7r<-rfc  «>yT#  iMFb3idPvr*K}: 

t  ’ft  V5  ►  *'vv  V '  ly  if  ■  K  wA  •>*!  V*  r  jfj  J'fri'  fi  {*iJ 


"P.929.2 

RSGr 


.Roush  i aiiily 

Roush>  Lester  LeRoy,  1891- 

^^The  romance  of  tho  Roush  family  association. 
cParkersburg,  W.Va.,  Banner  printing  co.3  1937. 
38p.23cm.unb. 


Accession 

Vol. 

Cop. 

Branch 

Accession 

Vol. 

J  Cop. 

jl3ranch 

12J0.38G 

14S58G 

1 

'57 

'57 

2 

stks. 

stks 

• 

J 

• 

i 

135 

O 

H- 

_ _ 

19 

|  4064  M 

f 

1 

\  t-1 

wmm 


wA’. .  1 

■mm 

jSpi. 


Ak  f 


PSa 

••wp*.; 


“f  -  ■  .?;•■ s  .  ■•  ■..r5.  '  iSv' 

t  '"v  •  rt.  V  *  .• 

$ 


t®w 

•j1.  tjj 


y? Si 

4  j  IfciV.  p 

©aK 
fife . 


d  .  .•••• 

V 


i‘»  K  *  •  •  /  !  ?  «fl  ^ 


"  '  ■  .  '  1'- 

T *'2L  io  q  ^oaru€  «**V*Yi 


O  |  .lo  / 


,r. 

T 


loV  I 


#5  i '  “tP  T 

c 


a 

<"ic 


?.y,&6 1  s 


u-ta:ei 


_ 

ossflisi  ■;■  ■.:' 

08cs*xfigt 


PUBLISHED  BY 

THE  BANNER  PRINTING  COMPANY 

MELVIN  C.  ROUSH,  MOR. 

Parkersburg,  West  Virginia 


SPONSORED  BY 

Miss  Frances  Roush 
and 

Roy  Roush 

PARKERSBURG,  W.  VA. 


■ 


f  %  f  (U^ 


If  - 


Q  A'  iNV.'gy 


The  ROMANCE  Of  The  ROUSH  FAMILY  ASSOCIATION 

Lester  LeRoy  Roush 


The  story  of  the  Roush  And  Allied  Families  Associa¬ 
tion  told  in  detail  would  read  like  a  romance.  To  tell 
just  how  and  when  the  movement  originated  is,  perhaps, 
as  difficult  of  analysis  as  to  tell  how  a  young  couple  falls 
in  love,  and  just  when,  and  where  and  how  the  romance 
had  its  first  inception.  To  no  one  person,  or  small  groups 
of  persons,  should  too  much  credit  be  given.  When 
once  a  romance  has  culminated  in  marriage  it  was  quite 
as  important  that  a  mind  was  receptive  to  the  proposal 
as  that  there  was  one  to  propose. 

So  in  the  decade’s  development  of  the  work  of  the 
Association.  There  are  those  who  loved  first,  but  there 
are  also  other  hearts  whose  warmth  of  response  was 
necessary  to  make  the  first  love  a  romance.  Somewhere 
back  in  the  pre-war  days  of  1914  to  1918  loves  first  in¬ 
ception  can  be  traced.  Names  of  persons  and  places 
would  be  invidious  as  they  might  be  inaccurate.  Local 
family  groups  had  been  meeting  for  many  years  in  many 
sections  of  the  country — Mason  Co.,  W.  Va.,  Lima,  Ohio, 
Gallia  County,  Ohio,  North  Canton,  Ohio,  Union  City, 
Indiana,  and  many  other  parts  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
Kentucky  and  at  other  points. 

When  active  research  of  the  family’s  history  was  begun 
by  the  writer  of  these  lines  all  these  local  groups  were 
ready  and  willing  to  join  in  the  effort  to  compile  such  a 
history.  The  August  meeting  of  the  Roush  and  Allied 
Families  Association  in  the  New  Haven  Camp  Grounds 
this  year  will  mark  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  actual 
existance  of  the  family  organization  on  a  national  scale. 
On  August  18,  1926  at  West  Union,  Adams  County,  a 
preliminary  organization  meeting  was  held  under  the 
call  of  Robert  S.  Roush,  attorney  of  that  place.  Evidence 
confirmed  in  this  gathering  united  the  interests  and  blood 
relationships  of  the  Families  of  Adams  and  Highland 
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Counties  and  those  of  the  up-river  counties  of  Mason, 
Meigs  and  Gallia  Counties.  This  led  to  an  official  meeting, 
or  reunion,  in  the  New  Haven  Camp  Grounds  on  Saturday 
September  4,  1927.  It  was  estimated  that  approximately 
1200  persons  were  present  and  participated  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  day. 

Various  local  reunions  were  represented  and  readily 
encouraged  the  association  of  these  groups  into  a  nation¬ 
al  organization.  The  name  chosen  was: 

THE  ROUSH  FAMILIES  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA 

(Shenandoah  Branch) 

•  Officers  elected  were: 

President — Robert  S.  Roush,  West  Union,  Ohio 

Vice-Pres. — Wm.  H.  Roush,  Graham  Station,  W.  Va. 

Secretary — Probe  E.  Roush,  Letart,  W.  Va. 

Historian — Lester  L.  Roush,  Rutland,  Ohio 

Editor — Emory  Carleton,  Pomeroy,  Ohio 

Executive  Committee: 

Wm.  H.  Roush,  Graham  Station,  W.  Va. 

Okey  Roush,  Point  Pleasant,  W.  Va. 

Hiram  J.  Blackmore,  Pomeroy,  Ohio. 

A  proposed  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted  de¬ 
claring  the  reunion  a  national  annual  event  to  meet  in 
August  of  each  year  at  a  place  to  be  elected  by  the  body. 
(Copies  of  constitution  and  by-laws  may  be  had  by  writing 
the  secretary.)  Since  then  representative  members  of 
the  family  have  made  annual  pilgrimages  from  the  far 
corners  of  the  continent  to  the  chosen  seat  for  this  nation¬ 
al  gathering. 

Each  successive  year  has  brought  new  families  and 
faces  to  meet  and  greet  in  fond  relationship  those  formed 
in  previous  years.  Again  and  again  the  romance  has 
reached  a  climax  by  the  discovery  of  a  long-lost  tribe. 
Each  successive  step  has  meant  the  enrichment  of  the  cul¬ 
ture,  intelligence  and  splendid  brotherly  spirit  so  mani¬ 
fest  in  the  variously  related  branches  of  the  family. 
Successively  each  has  made  its  own  contribution  whether 
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closely  or  remotely  related.  Dominant  in  the  thought  of 
the  Roush  Clan  is  righteousness  and  justice.  These  are 
supported  by  virtue,  integrity,  and  nobility  to  a  most  grati¬ 
fying  degree.  Scarcely  in  any  family  could  more  of  the 
finer  human  traits  necessary  to  a  high  state  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  be  found  than  in  this  clan  as  they  have  come  togeth¬ 
er  from  regions  represented  by  all  points  of  the  compass. 

These  twelve  years  of  rather  strenuous  research  have 
been  entirely  without  financial  remuneration  to  any  of 
the  workers,  in  fact,  it  has  actually  cost  each  worker  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  labor  and  time  contributed. 
But  without  exception  each  research  worker  has  found 
rich  reward  in  the  fine  and  high  type  personality  dis¬ 
covered  in  each  new  branch  of  the  family  found  from 
time  to  time.  Unstinted  contribution  from  the  many 
generous  folk  of  our  kinship  is  the  only  reason  we  have 
the  national  recognition  in  our  historical  development 
coveted  by  many  another  group.  The  contribution  of 
this  journal  itself  evidences  that  fact. 

SEAT  OF  THE  REUNIONS 

At  each  annual  gathering  the  place  of  meeting  for  the 
following  year  is  chosen  by  the  body.  The  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  in  different  points  from  year  to  year  is  believed  by 
many  to  stimulate  interest  and  bind  closer  together  in  re¬ 
lationship  the  various  community  of  families.  Each  new 
community  throughout  the  whole  ten  year  period  has 
brought  new  relationships.  The  first  one  held  at  West 
Union  confirmed  the  belief  that  the  up-river  counties, 
and  those  of  Adams,  Highland  and  other  lower  counties, 
were  of  one  ancestry.  At  Hillsboro  representative  mem¬ 
bers  came  from  New  York  and  elsewhere  who  had  not 
before  been  associated  with  the  family.  At  Lima  the 
John  Adam  and  the  John  Nicholas  branches  were  united 
as  beautifully  and  permanently  as  a  completed  romance 
ends  in  a  lovely  wedding. 

Portland,  Indiana  brought  many  new  faces  and  a  happy 
meeting  of  many  only  previously  known  by  correspon¬ 
dence.  Some  of  the  Illinois  families  who  had  not  found 
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it  convenient  to  be  represented  previously  were  there,  as 
were  many  of  the  widespread  branches  from  Indiana, 
Michigan,  and  northern  Ohio.  It  was  at  this  reunion 
also,  that  the  Barbara  Roush  line  became  known. 
Through  Mrs.  O’Melia  this  line  has  been  able  to  almost 
complete  their  line  of  descent.  In  it  are  some  noted 
members.  Their  line  is  ready  for  publication.  The 
Portland  families  are  of  the  Jacob  Roush  branch  origin¬ 
ally  from  Gallia  County,  Ohio. 

The  Point  Pleasant  Reunion  will  be  remembered  be¬ 
cause  of  its  proximity  to  the  original  Captain  Roush 
estate  and  burial  place.  The  old  fair  grounds  afforded 
an  out-of-door  theater  of  such  natural  grandeur  as  might 
be  desired  for  such  a  gathering.  Representative  mem¬ 
bers  came  from  almost  as  widely  separated  areas  as  the 
family  itself  represented.  Union  Camp  Grounds  near 
New  Haven  was  the  meeting  place  of  the  first  official 
gathering,  and  to  it  we  have  returned  with  delight  and 
interest  at  frequent  intervals.  These  Mason  County  folk 
make  the  visitors  feel  so  welcome  that  the  body  almost 
feels  it  should  become  the  permanent  seat  of  the  Reunion. 
To  go  there  takes  the  family  back  to  the  6,000  acre  tract 
purchased  in  1796  by  the  brothers  of  the  Shenandoah 
branch,  the  Revolutionary  soldiers,  under  the  leadership 
of  Captain  John  Roush. 

Parkersburg  opened  its  spacious  city  park  for  a  day 
for  our  private  use.  Everything  necessary  to  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  family  had  been  scrupulously  made  so 
that  at  the  time  of  arrival  younger  members  of  the  family 
were  ready  to  give  directions  for  parking,  placement-  of 
dinners,  records  and  registration.  It  was  at  this  meeting 
that  official  action  was  taken  to  raise  funds  for  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  a  new  memorial  to  John  and  Susannah  Rausch 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  An  Official  Committee  had 
been  named  and  had  visited  the  graves,  secured  proper 
permission  to  erect  the  stone.  Their  report  and  recom¬ 
mendations  for  the  memorial  were  accepted,  and  another 
committee  appointed  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  for  the 
type  of  memorial  recommended. 
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On  the  third  week  of  August,  1936,  just  200  years 
after  the  landing  of  John  Adam  Rausch  in  Philadelphia, 
from  the  Perthamboy,  the  trek  back  to  old  Shenandoah 
was  begun.  Many  families  from  Ohio,  West  Virginia 
and  other  parts  of  the  Central  West  traveled  back  to  the 
old  shrine  over  the  same  trail  their  ancestors  had  helped 
blaze  more  than  a  century  and  a  quarter  earlier.  The 
trip  from  Point  Pleasant,  West  Virginia,  is  now  made  by 
auto  in  approximately  the  same  number  of  hours  as  it 
required  days  when  the  sons  of  John  and  Susannah  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  Ohio  Valley.  It  wasi  not  until  after  the 
death  of  the  mother  in  1796  that  the  brothers  planned  to 
emigrate  to  the  Ohio  Valley.  Between  that  date  and 
1800  all  of  the  brothers  had  sold  their  holdings  in  Shen¬ 
andoah  and  purchased  the  large  six  thousand  acre  tract 
in  what  is  now  Mason  County,  W.  Va. 

THE  PATRIOTIC  TEACHINGS  AND  FUNCTIONS 

OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

Howard  A.  Roush,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


In  Article  2  of  the  Constitution,  Object  of  the  Roush 
and  Allied  Families  Association  of  America,  are  these 
words:  “To  locate  and  keep  in  good  condition  the  burial 
places  and  tombstones  of  our  forefathers,  and  especially 
to  commemorate  the  labors  of  our  immigrant  ancestors 
by  erecting  at  the  grave,  as  soon  as  convenient,  a  new 
and  suitable  memorial”. 

In  pursuance  of  this  the  following  has  been  done: 

At  the  220th  Anniversary  Reunion  held  at  New  Haven, 
W.  Va.  on  August  27,  1932,  a  monument  was  unveiled  to 
Michael  Roush,  grandson  of  our  immigrant  ancestor, 
Johannes  Rausch,  and  oldest  child  of  George  Roush. 
Music  by  New  Haven  Quartet,  Prayer  by  Dr.  Dwight  I. 
Roush,  Springfield,  Ohio.  The  memorial  address  was 
made  by  the  Reverend  Lester  L.  Roush,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
(The  address  was  printed  and  copies  may  be  seen  in  the 
Cincinnati  Public  Library  and  the  Library  of  the  Ohio 
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Archaeological  and  Historical  Society,  Columbus,  Ohio.) 

On  Saturday,  August  19,  1933  the  graves  of  two  sons, 
of  John  Rausch  and  his  wife  Susannah  were  memorial¬ 
ized  by  the  Association  and  the  Ohio  Society,  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Both  were  soldiers  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War.  In  fact,  all  nine  sons  of  John  and 
Susannah  fought  in  the  Revolution.  Following  is  a  press 
notice  of  the  Reunion  and  Dedications:  “A  most  inter¬ 
esting  occasion  was  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Roush 
Family  on  Saturday  August  19,  1933  at  the  dedication  of 
and  the  placing  of  S.  A.  R.  Official  grave  markers  on  the 
graves  of  two  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  Henry 
Roush  at  Wolfe  Cemetery,  Plants,  Ohio,  and  George' 
Roush  at  Weldon  Cemetary,  Racine,  Ohio,  both  in  Meigs 
County  overlooking  the  Ohio  River.  The  Roush  family 
was  represented  by  the  officers  of  the  Roush  And  Allied 
Families  of  America  and  about  one  thousand  descend¬ 
ants  of  their  Revolutionary  Soldiers.  The  Ohio  Society 
of  the  S.  A.  R.  was  represented  by  Walter  D.  McKinney, 
Secretary,  who  had  a  part  in  the  program.  Nine  sons  of 
the  Roush  family  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.”  (Sons  of  the  American  Revolutionary  Magazine, 
Vol.  XXVIII,  No.  2.  October  1933,  p.  127.) 

The  official  address  for  the  Sons  of  the  American  Rev¬ 
olution  was  made  at  each  grave  by  Mr.  McKinney,  and 
for  the  Association  Dr.  Sigel  Roush  made  the  official 
address  at  the  grave  of  Henry  Roush.  The  address  was 
published  in  full  in  The  Democrat,  Pomeroy,  Ohio, 
Thursday,  August  24,  1933.  L.  Arthur  Edwards,  At¬ 
torney,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  represented  the  Association 
at  the  grave  of  George  Roush.  His  address  was  publish¬ 
ed  in  the  same  paper  under  date  of  August  31,  1933. 
We  expect  to  have  these  put  in  typewritten  manuscript 
and  filed  with  the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  Historical 
Library. 

GRAVES  of  JOHN  and  SUSANNAH  MEMORIALIZED 

Members  of  the  Roush  Association  sojourned  to  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  and  on  August  22,  1936  dedicated 
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the  graves  of  our  ancestors,  Johannes  and  Susannah 
Rausch.  A  beautiful  monument  had  been  erected  by 
the  family.  A  stone  wall  surrounds  the  monument  and 
graves.  John’s  old  monument  was  encased  in  glass  for 
preservation,  and  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  grave.  Seal¬ 
ed  under  the  large  monument  were  many  official  records 
of  the  Association.  These  consisted  of  a  copy  of  the  His¬ 
tory,  a  copy  of  the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  Historical 
Quarterly  in  which  was  published  the  memorial  article  by 
Lester  LeRoy  Roush,  a  list  of  the  contributors  to  the  mem¬ 
orial  fund  and  certain  other  items  considered  of  interest 
to  future  generations.  Some  manuscripts  of  later  histor¬ 
ical  findings  were  included.  An  official  grave  marker  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  had  been  cemented 
in  the  base  stone  and  memorial  exercises  were  conducted 
by  the  Virginia  Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Richmond,  Virginia.  W.  Mac  Jones,  Secretary,  presiding. 
The  marker  was  placed  on  the  monument  by  special  dis¬ 
pensation  in  honor  of  the  nine  sons  who  fought  in  the 
American  Revolution. 


The  Official  address  for  the  Association  was  made  by 
the  Historian,  Lester  L.  Roush,  from  the  memorial  article, 
THE  ROUSH  FAMILY  IN  THE  MAKING  OF  AMERICA, 
published  in  the  current  copy  of  “The  Ohio  Archaeolog¬ 
ical  and  Historical  Quarterly.”  A  reprint  of  this  article 
had  been  made  and  copies  were  available  by  those  who 
desired  them.  A  few  copies  can  still  be  purchased.  (Copies 
are  in  Cincinnati  Public  Library  and  Ohio  Archaeological 
and  Historical  Society  Library,  Columbus. 

The  stone  is  of  large  grey  granite  approximately  3  ft. 
by  5  ft.  by  15  inches.  At  the  top  is  engraved  the  Rausch 
coat  of  arms.  A  picture  of  the  stone  is  printed  herewith. 
(See  illustration.) 


Following  are  the  known  children  of  John  and  Sus¬ 
annah  Roush  and  their  place  of  burial: 

Philip  Roush — Roush  Cemetery  about  a  mile  back  of 
Cheshire,  Ohio. 

Capt.  John  Roush — probably  Point  Pleasant,  W.  Va. 
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Jacob  Roush — probably  Roush  Cemetery  about  a  mile 
back  of  Cheshire. 

Daniel  Roush — burial  place  unknown,  probably  in 
Cemetery  near  White  Church,  Mason  County. 

Henry  Roush — Wolfe  Cemetery  below  Letart  Falls,  O. 

Eleanor  Roush  (Waddell) — Hulbert  Cemetery,  near 
Alexander  Chapel,  Gallia  County,  Ohio. 

Mary  Magdalene  Roush  (Zirkle) — St.  Matthews  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  Graveyard,  in  New  Market,  Va. 

George  Roush — Weldon  Cemetery,  Racine,  Ohio. 

Jonas  Roush — Gilmore  Cemetery  back  of  Syracuse,  O. 

Two  of  these,  Henry’s  and  George’s,  have  been  dedi¬ 
cated. 

The  descendants  of  the  others  should  see  that  their  burial 
places  are  properly  memorialized. 

NEW  FINDINGS  IN  RELATIONSHIP 

It  was  evident  at  the  time  the  History  was  published 
that  some  branches  were  totally  lost  and  others  only  par¬ 
tially  known.  To  the  author  it  was  very  clear  that  no  more 
progress  was:  likely  to  be  made  until  such  history  as  was 
then  known  was  published.  Time  has  amply  justified 
this  opinion.  No  further  developments  were  made  until 
the  history  was  found  by  many  interested  persons  in  var¬ 
ious  libraries  over  the  country.  Communications  then  be¬ 
gan  to  come  to  the  historian  and  other  workers  which 
have  led  to  discovery  and  location,  and  in  many  instances, 
a  complete  genealogy  of  these  lost  branches. 

John  Roush,  oldest  child  of  Philip  and  Catherine  Kelch- 
ner  Roush,  was  one  of  the  generations  about  whom  little 
was  known  at  the  time.  Through  the  work  of  Blanche 
Roush  Dansby,  Manor  Circle,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  Bleth 
Wilson  Dobson,  Missoula,  Montana,  and  the  efforts  of 
Owen  and  Emanuel  Roush  of  Hillsboro,  O.,  this  lineage 
is  now  nearly  all  completed  in  type-written  form.  (See 
Roush  Family  in  America,  p.  84). 

Another  example  is  to  be  found  in  Rosina  Roush, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  wife  Catharine.  (Page  282  R.  F. 
in  Am.)  Not  until  the  Bi-centennial  Assembly  in  New 
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Market,  Va.  last  year  was  this  lineage  known.  Her  des- 
cendents  are  numerous  now  in  the  Valley,  some  are  active 
members  of  the  original  church  at  Solomonsburg  found¬ 
ed  by  her  foreparents  and  their  relatives. 

Then  it  was  known  certain  members  of  the  immigrant 
parents  were  missing  at  the  time  the  History  was  pub¬ 
lished.  At  least  one  of  these  has  been  found.  This  re¬ 
cord  was  authenticated  in  time  to  give  this  branch  a  place 
on  the  memorial  erected  to  John  and  his  wife  Susannah 
last  year.  This  was  Eleanor  Rausch  who  became  the 
wife  of  the  well  known  Alexander  Waddell.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  well  established  tradition  Alexander  Waddell  was 
a  contract  weaver.  When  his  intinerancy  carried  him 
through  the  Valley  he  was  employed  by  and  stayed 
among  the  members  of  the  Roush  family  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  large  contracts.  The  romance  begun  ended  in 
the  large  and  well  known  progeny  having  sprung  from 
these  pioneer  settlers  of  Gallia  County,  Ohio.  It  was  the 
writer’s  happy  privilege  to  be  the  pastor  of  many  of  the 
descendants  of  this  pioneer  family  in  his  early  ministry. 
The  Church  named  for  them,  Alexander  Chapel,  was  one 
of  my  first  preaching  points.  The  cemetery  nearby 
established  also  by  them,  but  somehow  failing  to  bear 
their  names,  is  the  resting  place  of  these  older  members 
of  this  family. 

Jack  Nida,  attorney  of  Columbus,  Mrs.  Jesta  Richards, 
Mgr.  All  States  Hotel,  Washington,  D.  C.,  are  now  active 
in  the  attempt  to  complete  this  lineage.  This  ancestry 
was  first  discovered  by  the  late  J.  Ross  Campbell  who 
found  the  History  in  one  of  the  Pittsburgh  libraries.  A 
note  of  appreciation  will  be  found  from  Mrs.  Richards 
on  another  page. 

All  of  these  are  of  the  Shenandoah  Branch.  Many  other 
branches  of  younger  generations  have  made  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  family  tree  who  would  have  remained  un¬ 
known  without  the  facts  found  in  the  published  volume. 
It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  journal  to  give  in  detail  the 
history  of  these  groups.  We  are  attempting  only  to 
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point  out  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  last  ten 
years  of  continued  research. 

Mrs.  Julia  Roush  O’Melia’s  Work 

Let  us  turn  now  to  other  branches.  These,  perhaps, 
have  been  the  most  alluring  to  the  research  worker.  No 
doubt  because  less  was  known  about  them,  at  the  time 
the  volume  was  published.  No  one  has  given  such  un¬ 
tiring  and  continued  research  in  dusty  and  seldom  seen 
volumes  as  Mrs.  Julia  Roush  O’Melia  of  Pittsburgh.  She 
has  been  absolutely  true  to  the  policy  we  have  cherished 
from  the  beginning,  and  suggested  by  the  President  in  his 
letter  on  another  page, — “make  a  Roush  a  Roush”where- 
ever  or  whoever  he  is.  She  is  of  the  John  Nicholas  line 
whose  brief  history  is  to  be  found  on  page  684ff. 

Her  tourage  in  search  of  this  line  has  taken  her  to  many 
libraries  in  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia  and  other  cities. 
She  has  gone  to  old  churches,  courts,  cemeteries  and 
homesteads  in  her  effort  to  collect  data  on  this  family. 
In  her  indefitigable  labor  she  has  enlisted  many  persons 
from  professors  in  universities,  professional  research 
workers,  ministers,  cemetery  sextons  to  housewives,  un¬ 
til  she  now  has  almost  a  complete  history  and  genealogy 
of  this  large  branch,  practically  equivalent  to  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  Branch.  She  should  have  the  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  of  every  member  of  the  various  branches  of 
the  family  in  order  to  bring  this  volume  to  completion 
and  publication  as  soon  as  possible.  Her’s  is  a  hercu¬ 
lean  task  to  which  only  a  few  are  equal.  We  must  con¬ 
serve  what  she  has  by  so  great  effort  compiled. 

Her  labors  have  confirmed  the  fact  that  Federick  Peter 
Rausch  Family  of  Wabash,  St.  Joseph  County,  Indiana, 
goes  back  in  ancestry  to  the  same  Reverend  John  Abra¬ 
ham  Rausch  from  which  the  other  Palatinate  families  re¬ 
corded  in  the  History  springs. 

The  Martha  Ann  Roush  Whitaker  line  has  been  well 
classified.  Aaron  Whitaker  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  served  in  the  army  at  the  battle  of  Point  Pleas¬ 
ant.  The  parentage  of  Martha  Ann  Roush  has  not  been 
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determined.  She  was  born  1763  and  d.  1834,  buried  in 
the  old  Franklin  Cemetery,  near  Munhall,  Pa.  near  her 
sister,  Susannah  Roush  Risher. 

She  is  trying  to  complete  the  ancestry  and  descendants 
of  a  Nathan  Roush  of  Northumberland  and  Snyder 
Counties  of  Pa.  A  Rev.  Mr.  Roush  is  assisting  in  this 
work. 

Jacob  Rausch,  immigrant  of  1732,  ship  Pink  Johnson, 
Sept.  19,  is  found  to  be  the  ancestor  of  the  Berk’s  County 
families  in  Pa.  John  Paul,  Jacob  and  John  are  three  of 
his  sons.  John  Martin  Rausch  is  found  on  the  church 
records  of  Windson  township  Berk’s  County.  Two  of 
his  sons,  Henry  and  John  George  have  been  located  and 
their  descent  established. 

The  Markle  Rausch, -Philip-Federick-Jacob  line,  came 
from  Grubb’s  Church,  Snyder  County,  Pa.  Descendants 
are  now  found  near  Massilon  and  Canton,  Ohio. 

The  late  Charles  Guilford  Roush,  teacher  of  Muncie 
Indiana,  who  with  his  family  attended  the  Portland  Re¬ 
union  is  descended  through  Philip-Jacob-John  Edward 
Roush,  this  line  having  come  from  the  border  line  of  Hol¬ 
land.  The  daughter  Alma  is  aiding  in  this  work. 

Frank  Dale  Bond  is  helping  to  locate  the  descendants 
and  ancestry  of  John  Roush  of  Celina  County,  Indiana, 
b.  June  4,  1786. 

A  Christian  Roush  of  Richmond  Township,  Marion  Co., 
O.  has  descendants  who  are  trying  to  determine  the 
parentage  and  full  line  of  descent.  They  are  thought 
to  come  from  Bavaria,  Germany. 

The  much  discussed  John  Casper  Rausch  seems  now 
on  the  way  toward  a  satisfactory  history.  Marian  Parks 
Grey  and  Mrs.  O’Melia  will  find  all  that  can  be  ascertain¬ 
ed  on  this  line  before  they  discontinue  their  research 
work.  The  Barbara  Roush  Dillman  line  represented  in 
some  of  our  national  reunions,  is  of  this  line.  Professor 
Fisher  and  Professor  Ira  B.  Cross  through  the  help  of 
Mrs.  O’Melia  have  been  able  to  compile  in  mimeograph¬ 
ed  form  certain  lines  of  this  descent. 
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On  the  Casper  Rausch  line,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers 
to  this  country  who  challenges  all  workers  going  into 
the  original  records,  several  are  now  working.  The  his¬ 
tory  in  this  connection  is  of  such  character  as  to  make  it 
exceedingly  difficult.  To  Mrs.  O’Melia  and  to  Marian 
Parks  Grey  of  3900  Greystone  Avenue,  Riverdale,  New 
York,  must  be  given  credit  for  such  facts  as  have  been 
ascertained  up  to  the  present  time.  Before  their  work 
is  completed  they  will  no  doubt  have  compiled  all  that 
is  on  record  about  this  interesting  branch.  The  latter 
has  recently  filed  with  the  Historian  several  typewritten 
pages  of  most  interesting  history  connected  with  John 
Casper.  His  lineage  was  not  considered  in  the  vol¬ 
ume  published  for  two  reasons.  First,  because  the  writer 
did  not  have  time  to  do  the  vast  amount  of  research  need¬ 
ed  in  this  field  in  order  to  speak  with  authority.  Second, 
space  in  the  single  volume  did  not  permit. 

“Clasping  Hands  with  Generations  Past”  is  a  work  of 
art  done  by  the  late  Mrs.  Emma  Rouse  LLoyd  of  Cincin¬ 
nati.  This  branch  was  also  discovered  by  the  writer 
and  numerous  pages  compiled  for  a  chapter  in  the  orig¬ 
inal  volume  published.  It  was  soon  found  that  the  lin¬ 
eages  was  too  large  to  be  recorded  in  the  first  volume. 
It  was  agreed  between  the  writer  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  that 
this  branch  should  have  a  separate  history.  Mrs.  Lloyd 
brought  the  volume  to  completion  shortly  before  her 
death.  They  are  the  descendants  of  a  certain  John  Rausch, 
also  a  Revolutionary  Soldier,  from  Virginia,  who 
emigrated  to  Kentucky.  There  the  name  was  changed  to 
Rouse  by  land  entries,  as  the  Shenandoah  branch  had 
been  changed  from  Rausch  to  Roush  in  their  land  pur¬ 
chase. 

“History  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Virginia  and  East 
Tennessee”,  edited  by  C.  W.  Cassell,  W.  J.  Finck,  and 
Elon  O.  Henkel,  records  many  facts  of  the  Shenandoah 
branch  connected  with  their  religious  and  church  his¬ 
tory.  I)r .  Finck  translated  the  early  and  original  church 
records  Irom  the  Valley  churches  for  the  writer  in  the 
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first  work  done  on  this  line.  Mr.  Henkle  was  for  many 
years  connected  with  the  Henkle  Press  in  New  Market, 
a  descendant  of  the  Reverend  Paul  Henkle.  Hence  he 
had  much  knowledge  of  the  family  and  did  justice  to 
them  in  the  volume  above  mentioned. 

Valuable  assistance  in  gathering  up  many  lost  members 
has  come  from  “The  Handbook  of  American  Genealo¬ 
gy,”  published  by  The  Institute  of  American  Genealogy 
of  Chicago.  “The  Compendium  of  American  Genealogy, 
Volume  V”  by  the  same  institute,  has  valuable  references 
also.  It  is  the  most  volumious  and  authentic  record  of 
American  Genealogy  published.  Any  branch  of  the 
family  may  send  their  own  direct  lineage  from  the  im¬ 
migrant  ancestor  and  they  will  publish  it  without  obliga¬ 
tion. 

Walter  Rausch,  Ph.  D.,  Bad  Kreuznach,  Hofgartento 
F,  Germany,  is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Rev.  John 
Abraham  Rausch  from  whom  the  Palatinate  families, 
John  Adam  and  John  Nicholas  Rausch  are  descended. 
He  is  much  interested  in  the  lines  there  and  in  America, 
and  promises  his  aid  to  help  in  clearing  up  some  details 
not  yet  known  of  Palatinate  history.  Of  late  years  the 
descendents  of  the  Palatinate  families  in  America  have 
found  it  interesting  to  study  the  history  of  those  people. 
Dr.  Rausch  plans  to  clear  up  this  little  known  period  of 
our  family. 

In  Washington  County,  Virginia,  a  Paulser  Roush  has 
been  located.  A  daughter,  Hanna  Roush  married 
Eleazor  Cole.  Descendants  of  this  line  moved  to  Rising 
Sun,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Frances  Sexton  Green,  1500  Lake 
Shore  Drive,  Chicago,  is  interested  in  getting  this  com¬ 
pleted.  It  seems  probable  that  this  line  can  be  the 
long-looked  for  Balser  Roush  of  the  John  Adam  line. 

In  1795,  about  the  time  of  the  emigration  of  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  family  to  the  Ohio  Valley  this  Paulser  Roush  set¬ 
tled  on  a  150  acre  tract  of  land  in  Washington  County, 
Va.,  bordering  Tennessee.  Readers  will  recall  that  tra¬ 
dition  has  it  that  a  Balser  Roush,  one  of  the  nine  brothers 
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went  south,  probably  to  Tennessee  instead  of  coming  to 
the  Ohio  Valley.  Family  names  correspond  to  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  family  names. 

‘'When  my  old  home,  ‘Birdswood’,  near  Woodstock, 
Shenandoah  County,  Virginia,  was  broken  up,  I  found  in 
the  attic  some  papers  of  my  great-great  grandfather  Col. 
Abraham  Bird,  an  original  member  of  the  County  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety,  having  to  do  with  the  transactions  of  the 
Committee,  and  including  the  first  complete  list  of  its 
members  in  the  minutes  of  its  first  meeting. 

On  one  of  the  five  militia  muster  rolls,  that  of  Captain 
Jacob  Holeman’s  company  (the  Mill  Creek  section  of  the 
County)  are  the  names  of  Henry,  Philip,  Jacob  and  John 
Roush,  Jr.” 

The  above  is  an  excerpt,  from  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Julia 
Roush  O’Melia  from  The  Reverend  W.  Tyman  Williams 
who  is  of  the  Bowman  family  and  is  doing  historical 
research  work  in  that  connection. 

Dr.  Walter  Rausch  has  also  sent  a  chart  indicating  the 
direct  lineage  of  the  Palatinate  families  to  our  own.  We 
give  it  briefly  as  follows: 

Bernhard  Rausch  born  1570,  innkeeper  in  Hombach, 
in  the  Valley.  His  son  John  William  Rausch,  b.  1595, 
Pastor  in  Muenchbach,  near  Zweibruecken,  held  other 
pastorates,  d.  June  16,  1644.  His  wife’s  name  was  Anna 
Hammering. 

Their  son,  John  Abraham  Rausch,  b.  March  9,  1640, 
d.  November  1714.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Maria 
Margaretha  Faber,  daughter  of  the  innkeeper,  John 
Nichola  Faber  in  Berkenfeldt.  She  died  in  1703  and  he 
married  for  a  second  wife  Anna  Magdalena  Alberts, 
widow  of  the  President  (Mayor)  of  Baumholder. 

Their  son  Federick  Rausch,  b.  1670,  m.  Martha  Cath¬ 
arine — Their  son  John  Nicholas,  b.  1703  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  1738  and  is  our  John  Nicholas,  ancestor  of  the  lineage 
given  in  the  History  684  and  696. 

Other  children  of  John  Abraham  Rausch  and  wife  were 
John  Bartholomaus  1663  to  1723,  Anna  Catherine  b. 
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1674,  John  Wilhelm  b.  1679  d.  1729,  m.  Margaret  Yost, 
and  Maria  b.  1680. 

This  record  accounts  for  six  children  born  to  John  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Rausch,  one  daughter  Maria  Patentia  b.  1711 
who  marriied  a  Jacob  Grimm,  and  a  son  John  b.  1709, 
unmarried  so  far  as  their  records  indicate.  He  was  for 
a  time  Dean  of  a  Latin  School  at  Kassel.  It  is  not  im¬ 
probable  that  a  reversal  of  dates  may  have  occurred  and 
this  John  Rausch  of  1709  is  our  John  Adam  Rausch  of  the 
Shenandoah  branch.  It  seems  strongly  probable.  Such 
an  error  of  dates  do  not  infrequently  occur.  He,  coming  ' 
to  America  alone,  the  error  could  have  occurred  and  he 
took  his  sister’s  birth  date,  or  the  error  may  have  occur¬ 
red  in  records  there. 

If  this  analysis  should  prove  correct  we  then  have  the 
ancestral  line  of  both  the  John  Nicholas  and  the  John 
Adam  line,  and  as  originally  suggested  they  were  cou¬ 
sins.  The  John  Nicholas,  records  show,  was  a  student 
for  the  ministry  and  graduated  in  a  certain  course  for 
ministerial  training.  Both  are  known  to  be  of  the  Pal¬ 
atinate  family. 

Dr.  Walter  Rausch  is  making  this  Palatinate  Family  a 
special  study  and  will  report  as  he  finds  new  data.  If 
space  permitted  we  would  present  the  entire  chart  for 
readers  to  study.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  special  students 
of  these  branches.  He  now  has  some  publications  on 
this  early  period  of  the  Roushes. 

DEPOSITORIES  OF  ROUSH  FAMILY  DATA 

The  writer  has  personally  made  arrangements  with 
the  librarians  of  The  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
and  the  Archaeological  and  Historical  Society  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio  to  file  and  index  all  data  sent  to  them  bearing 
history  of  the  family.  They  will  treat  typewritten  manu¬ 
scripts  in  this  same  manner.  Members  of  the  family 
who  have  completed  portions  belonging  to  any  branch 
may  carefully  typewrite,  index  and  send  their  material 
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to  the  historian  and  he  will  see  that  it  is  properly  filed  in 
these  two  libraries.  One  copy  for  each  is  sufficient. 
By  a  stapling  process  photograph  prints  could  be  thus 
filed  for  use  by  future  generations.  Those  having  old 
pictures  which  they  would  like  to  have  redone  for  such 
purpose  may  communicate  with  John  Rausch,  Portrait 
Studies,  2515  Maplewood  Drive,  Minerva  Park,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio. 

NEW  GENERATIONS  KEEPING  STEP 

There  is  no  indication  that  the  force  of  this  viril  an¬ 
cestry  is  spent.  Actually  it  seems  to  be  in  the  ascen¬ 
dency.  The  present  generation  doubtless  has  more 
members  in  the  field  of  higher  learning,  in  recognized 
professions,  in  business  and  capacity  of  other  worthy 
achievement,  than  any  former  generation. 

In  the  field  of  athletics  are  Ernest  Roush  (Gallia  Coun¬ 
ty  line)  who  stood  high  in  the  famous  Ohio  State  Foot 
Ball  team  of  1935,  now  coach  at  Bremen,  Ohio,  Public 
Schools.  And  there  is  Ray  Roush,  Golf  Pro  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  (Meigs  County  Branch).  He  is  one  of  the  well 
known  pros  of  Central  Ohio.  From  Highland  County  is 
Ulric  Roush,  engineer  who  represents  the  sturdy  stock  of 
past  generations.  Sigel  Roush  also  of  this  county,  Student 
of  Dentistry  in  Ohio  State.  If  space  would  allow  we  could 
carry  this  on  through  every  community  where  allied  fam¬ 
ilies  are  to  be  found.  If  the  reader  will  refer  to  the 
memorial  article  THE  ROUSH  FAMILY  IN  THE  MAK¬ 
ING  OF  AMERICA  he  will  find  further  facts  in  this  con¬ 
nection.  Interested  persons  of  the  rising  generations 
must  continue  these  records.  An  interesting  study  by 
some  keen-minded  youth  of  the  family  would  be  in  the 
field  of  present  day  achievements  of  the  allied  members 
of  this  family.  It  could  well  serve  as  Masters  thesis  for 
some  student. 

Members  of  this  family  have  been  pioneers,  they  will 
continue  so. 
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WHAT  THE  WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  MEANS 

TO  NEW  MEMBERS 

3900  Greystone  Avenue, 

Riverdale,  New  York  City, 

May  17th,  1937. 

My  Dear  Cousin  Lester  Roush: 

I  have  been  so  busy  recently  that  this  is  the  first  mo¬ 
ment  I  have  found  to  answer  your  letter. 

Of  course,  I  cannot  understand  why  a  single  member 
of  the  Roush  clan  has  to  be  urged  to  become  interested, 
yea  even  enthused,  but  I  suppose  its  like  salvation  and 
other  good  things,  some  have  to  be  coddled  into  it. 
And  I  am  not  as  patient  with  that  kind  as  you  are.  I 
could  recommend  no  quicker  cure  for  the  laggards  than 
to  make  them  live  in  New  York  and  mingle  daily  with 
persons  who  have  no  background,  no  ideals  and  worst  of 
all,  no  desire  for  them-persons  who  depend  entirely  upon 
material  things  to  carry  them  through  and  ride  rough 
shod  over  every  decent  inpulse.  Then  they  would  under¬ 
stand  how  necessary  it  is  to  the  survival  of  some  of  us,  to 
have  that  inner  assurance  which  comes  only  with  the 
knowledge  of  good  ancestry.  The  one  thing  that  no 
man  ever  becomes  too  rich  not  to  desire  and  envy,  yet  is 
so  often  taken  for  granted  by  those  born  with  it. 

Or,  I  should  like  to  read  them,  the  saddest  family  his¬ 
tory  I  have  ever  heard.  It  appeared  recently  in  news¬ 
papers  all  over  the  world  —  the  passing  of  Sir  Basil 
Zaharoff,  the  munitions  magnate.  Over  many  columns 
they  reported  his  death,  his  great  power,  his  great 
wealth,  his  great  philanthropies,  his  knighthood  and  at 
the  finish  one  short  paragraph  read  thus:  “His  ancestry 
has  always  been  shrouded  in  mystery  but  it  is  generally 
understood  that  he  was  born  in  a  brothel  in  Constanti¬ 
nople.”  A  man  to  whom  every  crowned  head  in  Europe 
bent  the  knee  in  fear;  who  owned  outright  or  could  com¬ 
mand  greater  wealth,  perhaps  than  any  single  individual 
in  the  world,  yet  he  couldn’t  buy  what  the  most  unimpor- 
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tant  Roush  has  possessed  since  the  day  of  his  birth. 
These  are  the  things  I  should  like  to  say  but  mortals  have 
a  way  of  resenting  it  when  they  are  reminded  of  neglect¬ 
ing  their  duty,  so  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  usual  safe 
phrases  about  high  ideals  and  self-sacrifice,  and  thereby 
take  no  chance  of  defeating  your  purpose. 

“Those  who  do  not  look  upon  themselves  as  a  link 
connecting  the  past  with  the  future,  do  not  perform  their 
duty  to  the  world.”  So  said  Daniel  Webster.  And  as 
reunion  day  approaches,  I  am  again  reminded  how  fully 
you  have  realized  this  duty  and  how  well  you  have  per¬ 
formed  it.  Not  alone  by  writing  the  family  history,  a 
tremendous  task  in  itself,  but  by  organizing  and  fostering 
the  ROUSH  ASSOCIATION. 

Nothing  has  so  inspired  me  to  a  deeper  study  of  the 
ideals  and  attainments  of  my  forebears  as  my  visit 
to  the  reunion  last  year,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  I  believe  this  annual  gathering  can  be  instrumental 
in  promoting  a  spirit  of  kinship  and  a  renewal  of  moral 
courage  that  would  be  achieved  in  no  other  way.  It 
symbolizes  that  noble,  outstanding  quality  of  our  Ger¬ 
man  ancestors,  namely,  devotion  to  the  home  and  family, 
and  I  am  sure  no  memorial  could  so  warm  their  hearts 

* 

as  this  binding  together  of  their  children’s  children. 

It  is  a  tribute  to  your  vision  that  you  inaugurated  this 
movement  well  in  advance  of  most  other  clans.  Not  un¬ 
til  very  recently  has  there  been  a  general  awakening  to 
the  high  character  of  these  Palatines,  but  now  writing 
books  about  them  has  become  almost  a  fad.  I  find  that 
in  the  past  three  years,  at  least  three  family  groups  have 
considered  them  so  worthwhile,  that  historians  have  been 
sent  to  Europe  at  considerable  expense,  to  collect  and  re¬ 
cord  all  data  relating  to  their  exodus  from  the  homeland 
and  their  early  struggles  in  America.  It  should  be  a 
source  of  great  pride  to  every  member  of  our  family,  that 
conspicuous  in  all  three  of  these  newest  histories  in  the 
name  of  Rausch. 


MARIAN  PARKS  GREY 
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THE  ALL  STATES  HOTEL 

514  Nineteenth.  St.,  N.  W. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

May  11,  1937. 

Reverend  Lester  L.  Roush, 

559  High  Street, 

Worthington,  Ohio. 

Dear  Reverend  Roush: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  May  6,  relative  to  the  research 
work  accomplished  by  the  Roush  and  Allied  Families 
Association  of  America,  I  wish  to  make  this  statement  in 
my  attempt  to  show  my  appreciation  and  lasting  grati¬ 
tude  to  this  Association  for  the  historical  facts  recorded 
by  this  organization.  The  fact  that  the  door  of  the 
Roush  home  has  been  opened  and  a  vision  given  of  the 
living  Gospel  being  the  pattern  for  the  daily  life  of  my 
great  grandmother,  Eleanor  Roush  and  her  brothers  and 
sisters,  has  been  a  tremendous  influence  in  my  life.  The 
establishment  of  a  Lutheran  Church  and  a  place  of  bur¬ 
ial  is  also  indicative  of  the  close  touch  the  family  had 
with  the  Power  of  the  Infinite.  The  work  of  religious 
expansion  was  so  instilled  in  the  life  of  Eleanor  that 
she  and  her  husband,  Alexander  Waddell,  and  family 
continued  this  good  work  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  by  do¬ 
nating  ground  and  founding  the  Fairfield  Church  and 
Alexandria  Church  and  Hulbert  Cemetery,  which  by 
rights  should  be  called  Waddell  Cemetery. 

This  historical  setting  is  of  inestimable  value  and  could 
only  be  obtained  by  an  organized  effort  with  the  object 
to  project  into  the  present  age  the  ideals,  devotion  to 
home,  church  and  country  that  was  the  ruling  passion 
in  the  life  of  the  early  Roush  family. 

I  am  now  wearing  a  bar  pin  procured  by  the  National 
Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
commemorating  the  services  rendered  our  country  by 
Alexander  Waddell,  my  great  grandfather,  husband  of 
Eleanor  Roush  Waddell.  The  Roush  Coat  of  Arms  is 
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framed  and  hanging  in  my  office.  It  has  a  quickening 
force  in  increasing  love  for  the  good,  the  beautiful,  re¬ 
freshing  and  inspiring  things  of  life. 

Quite  apart  from  the  recovery  of  historical  facts  and 
the  bringing  to  light  the  various  aspects  of  human  rela¬ 
tionships  of  the  early  days  of  the  Roush  family,  is  the 
social  contact  of  people  of  kindred  minds  and  hearts, 
which  compose  the  present  membership  of  this  Associa¬ 
tion  and  is  a  constant  source  of  delight  and  inspiration. 

I  trust  that  the  Roush  and  Allied  Families  Association 
will  continue  their  good  work  of  keeping  alive  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  families  who  have  been  instrumental  in  build¬ 
ing  a  nation  that  fears  God. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Mrs.)  JESTA  MIRIAM  RICHARDS 

Manager 

May  1,  1937. 

To  The  Members  of 

THE  ROUSH  FAMILY  ASSOCIATION,  Inc. 

GREETINGS : 

Every  member  of  the  Roush  kinsfolk  should  rejoice. 
The  story  of  the  first  steps  of  “something  new  under  the 
sun”  is  being  told.  That  something  is  a  widely  dissemin¬ 
ated  family  that  has  organized  itself  into  a  harmonious 
unit  for  some  definite  purpose — and  that  family  is  our 
own. 

For  centuries  the  Roushes  have  been  found  among  the 
makers  of  history.  They  have  an  inate  character  of 
originality  and  leadership  that  fits  them  for  pioneering. 
In  both  the  old  world  and  the  new,  they  may  be  found  in 
the  vanguard  of  constructive  movements,  and  at  times 
they  may  be  seen  blazing  new  trails. 

Every  family  knows  that  in  unity  is  great  strength,  but 
it  remained  for  the  Roushes  to  introduce  the  plan  of  in¬ 
corporating  itself  nationwide  into  a  mighty  movement 
for  historical,  educational  and  social  attainments. 

But  at  first  even  among  the  Roushes  this  was  not  a 
general  movement.  Several  groups  of  the  clan  held 
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their  own  local  reunions  and  were  satisfied.  But  one 
group  or  branch  of  groups  was  not  satisfied.  They  were 
the  descendants  of  John  Adam  Rausch  of  Shenandoah 
fame,  the  sire  of  several  lines  of  sturdy  citizens. 

To  these  descendants  belong  the  credit  of  advancing 
the  idea  of  organizing  all  the  wide  spreading  branches 
into  one.  Faithfully  they  have  labored  with  those  of  us 
who  have  been  slow  to  grasp  the  vision,  but  with  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  pioneers  they  have  persisted  in  their  undertak¬ 
ing.  Their  zeal  and  unselfishness  have  appealed  to  the 
others;  gradually  they  have  succeeded;  and  now  the  per¬ 
fecting  of  the  national  organization  is  well  under  way. 

But  to  one  whose  true  pioneering  qualities  have  given 
him  breadth  of  vision,  persistency,  and  human  sympathy, 
goes  the  honor  of  our  accomplishment  more  than  to  any 
other.  That  one  is  the  historian,  the  president  during 
the  first  eight  years  of  national  organization,  Reverend 
Lester  Leroy  Roush.  In  season  and  out  of  season  he  has 
toiled  to  organize  his  own  branch,  then  to  include  the 
other  branches  and  to  place  all  on  the  same  footing,  until 
he  has  succeeded  in  making  a  Roush  a  Roush,  no  matter 
whence  he  hails  or  how  he  spells  his  name. 

All  other  Roushes  should  appreciate  this  fraternal 
spirit  of  the  John  Adam  descendants,  and  should  gladly 
cooperate  in  the  undertaking.  These  descendants  under 
the  leadership  of  Reverend  Lester  L.  Roush,  have  begun  a 
structure  that  may  prove  to  be  more  important  than  they 
themselves  know  or  any  of  us  dream.  “The  purpose 
and  objects  of  this  Association  are  declared  to  be  histor¬ 
ical,  educational  and  social,”  asserts  the  Roush  Constitu- 
ton. 

Already  our  historic  data  has  grown  beyond  our  ear¬ 
liest  hopes,  yet  those  engaged  in  our  research  say  that 
the  task  is  only  well  begun.  The  social  aspect  of  our 
meetings  are  satisfying  and  constant,  to  the  extent  that 
the  interest  has  never  shown  signs  of  lagging.  While 
in  the  field  of  education  the  least  has  been  attempted, 
and  here  lies  the  greatest  possibilities  of  accomplishment. 

The  ROUSH  AND  ALLIED  FAMILIES  ASSOCIA- 
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TION  OF  AMERICA  may  be  as  yet  but  in  its  infancy.  It 
may  go  on  to  a  more  perfect  organization ;  it  may  function 
for  many  years  and  generations;  it  may  grow  through 
its  many  ramifications  until  it  touches  the  numerous 
heart  centers  of  the  nation — and  of  other  nations;  and  it 
may  influence  our  modern  life  and  aid  in  directing  our 
civilization  in  the  course  of  human  betterment.  But  to 
accomplish  these  ends  or  any  of  them,  it  must  concen¬ 
trate  its  thought  and  energy  on  a  single  unselfish  course 
of  service. 

The  story  herein  told  is  more  than  the  mere  happen¬ 
ings  of  events,  or  the  doings  of  men  and  women.  It  is 
a  challenge  of  ourselves  to  ourselves  with  breadth  of 
mind  and  sympathy  of  heart  to  select  by  popular  choice 
the  most  worthwhile  need  of  today  for  our  support.  Then 
we  should  wheel  into  line  our  national  organization,  every 
group  organization,  and  every  indivdual  at  our  com¬ 
mand  and  drive  for  victory. 

It  is  when  we  have  inaugurated  such  a  program  that 
we  shall  enjoy  our  work  to  the  full.  Then  shall  we  be 
Roushes  worthy  of  the  Roush  pioneers  of  yesteryears. 
And  then  shall  we  be  building  a  monument  that  shall 
stand  the  strain  of  time.  To  this  end  our  God  summonds 
'  us. 

DWIGHT  I.  ROUSH,  Springfield,  0. 

ADDRESSES  AT  THE  SHENANDOAH  REUNION 
The  By-Centennial  of  1936 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME 
By  Gilbert  E.  Pence 

In  the  year  1736,  George  II  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  ruler  of  the  Dominions 
beyond  the  Seas,  was  on  the  throne.  In  the  year  1736, 
George  Washington  was  four  years  of  age,  and  as  a  little 
boy  played  in  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia,  who  later 
took  from  George  III  his  American  Colonies,  and  by  his 
sword  carved  out  the  Great  Commonwealth  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  In  the  year  1736,  John  Adam  Rouch, 
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Conrad  Bentz,  my  great,  great,  great  grandfather,  and 
others  came  into  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  began  to 
cut  down  the  forests  and  many  of  the  fertile  fields  you 
now  behold  in  this  section  are  the;  result  of  the  labors  of 
these  sturdy  pioneers. 

The  Valley  of  Virginia  was  at  that  time  inhabited  by 
a  fierce  and  warlike  tribe  of  Indians,  who  were  known 
as  the  Shawnees,  and  they  controlled  all  of  the  land  be¬ 
yond  the  Great  Mountains  from  the  Potomac  River  to  the 
North  Carolina  line.  Cornstalk  was  the  Chief  of  the 
Shawnees,  a  man  of  great  leadership  and  remarkable 
military  ability.  It  is  stated  in  history  that  he  command¬ 
ed  his  army  and  moved  his  men  in  battle  likd  a  military 
chieftain,  and  showed  a  generalship  equal  to  sub¬ 
sequent  leaders  who  had  intensive  military  training. 
The  Delawares  occupied  the  land  north  of  the  Potomac 
River,  now  including  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  New  Jersey,  and  were  mortal  enemies  of  the 
Shawnees.  For  many  years  these  two  tribes  were  in  con¬ 
stant  warfare,  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  Potomac 
River. 

The  last  great  battle  between  the  Shawnees  and  the 
Delawares  was  fought  at  Opequon,  in  1730,  five  miles 
south  from  the  present  City  of  Winchester,  Virginia,  on 
the  long  gray  trail  which  today  is  the  Lee-Jackson  High¬ 
way.  When  the  Delawares  invaded  the  land  of  the 
Shawnees,  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Van  Meter  accom¬ 
panied  them.  Van  Meter  was  not  killed  in  this  battle 
and  safely  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  there  told  his 
friend  Joist  Hite  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  graphi¬ 
cally  described  the  land  of  promise  which  lays  between 
the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  East  and  the  Alleghenies  on  the 
West,  now  the  famous  Shenandoah  Valley. 

Immediately  Joist  Hite,  his  three  sons,  and  three 
daughters  and  sons-in-law  began  their  journey  over  an 
old  Indian  trail  from  New  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania  towards 
the  land  of  promise.  When  they  arrived  at  Opequon, 
Joist  Hite  said,  ‘TIere  I  shall  stay”.  His  son-in-law 
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Foreman  with  his  wife  located  a  little  farther  south,  his 
son-in-law  Crisman  with  his  wife  located  several  miles 
to  the  south,  and  his  son-in-law  George  Bowman  and 
Mary  his  wife  located  at  Cedar  Creek,  and  this  settle¬ 
ment  was  the  most  southern  habitation  in  the  Valley  of 
Virginia,  in  1731.  These  pioneers  were  the  first  white 
settlers  in  the  now  widely  known  Shenandoah  Valley. 
Time  will  not  permit  a  further  discussion  of  this  widely 
know  family  of  pioneers. 

However,  it  is  apparent  that  Adam  Rausch,  Conrad 
Bentz  and  others,  who  came  here  in  1736,  were  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  Joist  Hite,  or  at  least  knew  something  of  the  fer¬ 
tile  lands  between  the  Great  Mountains.  They  also  left 
Pennsylvania  and  travelled  over  the  same  route,  four 
years  before  traversed  by  Hite,  going  towards  the  south 
and  finally  settled  about  thirty  miles  south  from  Cedar 
Creek  in  and  near  the  spot  where  we  are  now  standing. 
All  of  these  early  settlers  were  of  that  thrifty,  industri¬ 
ous,  sturdy,  German  stock,  who,  by  their  labors  and  the 
labors  of  their  descendants,  have  made  the  Northern 

Valley  blossom  like  the  rose  of  Summer. 

Adam  Roush  came  into  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and 
travelled  through  it,  over  the  old  Indian  trail,  known  as 
the  long,  gray  trail,  which  later  became  the  first  macadam 
road  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  known  as  the  Valley 
:Turnpike,  and  today  is  the  Lee-Jackson  Highway  connect¬ 
ing  the  North  and  the  South.  Those  of  you  who  came 
from  the  north  have  travelled  over  the  same  route  used 
by  your  distinguished  ancestor  two  hundred  years  ago. 

When  John  Adam  Rouch  and  other  early  pioneers  first 
beheld  the  Great  Valley  seven  eighths  of  the  soil  was  cov- 
'ered  with  the  shade  of  the  trees.  Here  were  the  virgin 
forests  and  a  fertile  soil,  and  with  the  axes  in  the  hands 
of  the  pioneers,  they  hewed  out  a  civilization  which  has 
no  parallel  in  this  country.  These  sturdy  and  God  fear¬ 
ing  men  advanced  towards  the  south  with  the  rifle  in  one 
hand  and  the  German  prayer  book  in  the  other. 

The  same  mountains  are  now  standing  as  silent  sentin- 
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als  keeping  watch  over  their  graves,  just  as  they  stood 
two  hundred  years  ago;  the  same  Sun  is  shining,  and 
the  stars  come  out  at  night  as  they  did  when  our  ancestors 
lived  here;  the  seasons  roll  on  into  the  years,  and  the  wa¬ 
ters  murmur  their  joyful  songs  on  their  way  to  the  sea; 
and  the  midnight  winds  still  whisper  to  the  pines;  but 
how  all  else  is  changed,  and  we,  their  descendants  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  different  world.  The  stillness  of  the  night  is  now 
broken  by  the  groans  of  laboring  engines  hauling  heavy 
loads  of  freight  through  the  Valley;  the  stillness  of  the 
night  is  further  broken  by  the  exhausts  of  a  thousand 
rapidly  moving  motor  cars.  The  beacon  light  from  the 
fire  of  the  pine  stumps  is  no  longer  a  signal  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  danger,  but  the  troubles  and  joys  of  the  entire 
world  are  brought  into  our  homes  by  the  daily  papers  and 
the  radio. 

We  are  indebted  to  these  sturdy  pioneers  for  all  we 
have  or  ever  hope  to  become;  we  are  the  joint  heirs  of 
their  labors;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  transmit  these  noble 
qualities  of  heart  and  soul  to  our  children’s  children. 

We  do  not  believe  in  ancestral  worship,  or  live  entire¬ 
ly  in  the  past  and  continuously  boast  of  a  few  illustrious 
dead,  however,  one  who  has  no  filial  veneration  for  the 
pioneers  of  the  family,  who  have  lived  honorable  lives, 
is  unworthy  of  the  family  name;  unworthy  of  the  land 
in  which  he  lives,  and  wholly  unworthy  of  the  ideals  of 
the  human  race. 

It  is  said  that  boys  and  girls  have  a  chance  in  life  if 
they  have  selected  the  right  grandparents.  We  are  the 
sum  total  of  our  ancestors,  and  in  this  respect  we  owe 
it  to  ourselves  the  duty  of  keeping  fresh  in  memory  the 
glory  of  their  names. 

To  the  noble  family  of  John  Adam  Rausch  now  num¬ 
bering  many  hundreds,  the  soil  in  which  he  peacefully 
sleeps  is  sacred  ground,  and  this  church  which  he  help¬ 
ed  to  build  and  maintained  during  his  life  is  holy  and  the 
religious  highway  which  connects  the  visible  with  the 
invisible  world. 
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The  true  members  of  the  Rausch  family  can  in  the 
Valley  of  Virginia  place  their  ears  to  the  ground  and 
still  hear  the  sound  of  the  woodman’s  axe  cutting  down 
the  giant  oaks  and  towering  pines  of  the  forest  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  the  ground  to  be  planted  with  the 
coming  harvest;  they  can  still  hear  the  laughter  of  happy 
little  children  gathered  around  the  huge  fire  place  in 
the  evening  after  the  day’s  work  was  done;  they  can 
still  hear  the  merry  songs  of  the  reapers  while  cutting 
the  wheat  with  the  sickle;  they  can  still  hear  the  noise 
of  the  flail  on  the  threshing  floor  by  which  the  wheat 
was  separated  from  the  chaff;  they  can  still  hear  the 
songs  of  the  church  service,  “Eine  Heighlich  Gott”  as  in 
the  days  of  old. 

This  church  is  a  monument  to  the  high  and  lofty 
character  of  Adam  Rausch.  It  tells  a  story  of  the  life 
of  its  founders  not  written  on  paper  or  in  history.  These 
walls  today  testify  in  your  presence  that  he  believed 
there  was  a  world  to  come;  that  he  believed  this  life, 
even  though  at  its  longest  but  a  single  summer  season 
when  compared  to  nature  and  to  time,  is  not  the  end  of 
man’s  existance;  that  he  believed  honesty  and  love  of 
our  fellow-men  to  be  the  only  hope  of  the  world. 

In  the  name  of  the  members  of  St.  Mary’s  (Pine) 
church  now  living;  in  the  name  of  the  members  of  this 
church  who  have  died  and  gone  to  their  eternal  reward; 
in  the  name  of  all  the  good  people  of  this  community;  in 
the  name  of  the  worthy  people  of  Shenandoah  County; 
in  the  name  of  the  excellent  people  of  the  Valley  of 
Virginia,  I  extend  to  each  and  every  one  of  the  des¬ 
cendants  of  John  Adam  Rausch  a  most  cordial  welcome. 
We  are  glad  to  have  you  with  us,  and  we  are  honored 
by  your  presence. 

From  such  a  distinguished  gathering  of  a  good  and 
worthy  family,  all  will  derive  benefits  which  cannot  be 
measured  by  gold  or  silver;  we  will  become  better  ac¬ 
quainted,  learn  to  know  and  love  one  another,  and  thus 
be  better  prepared  to  meet  the  struggles  and  battles  of 
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life.  Our  hopes  will  be  lifted,  our  burdens  will  be  light¬ 
er;  our  ideals  will  be  more  lofty;  and  our  love  for  our 
fellow-men  will  be  greater,  and  these  things  are  worth 
more  than  a  river  of  flowing  gold. 

\ 

(A  Copy) 

Wilmington  General  Hospital 
Wilmington,  Delaware 
August  18,  1936. 

To  the  members  of  the 

Roush  and  Allied  Families  Association,  Inc., 

St.  Mary's  Pine  Church 
Mt.  Jackson,  Virginia 

From  the  “Halls  of  Health"  in  the  city  of  my  youth, 
I  send  my  sincerest  greetings  to  you,  young  and  old,  on 
this  great  anniversary  day  of  your  Honored  Family. 

For  months  I  have  looked  forward  to  being  present 
with  you,  but  that  pleasure  I  must  forego.  I  may  assure 
you,  however,  that  I  have  confidence  in  my  substitute 
— my  friend  and  your  friend,  Dr.  John  W.  Wayland.  He 
first  in  a  public  address  drew  my  attention  to  the  in¬ 
dustry,  loyalty,  and  patriotism  of  John  Adam  Rausch, 
his  faithful  wife  Susanna,  and  his  seven  stalwart  sons. 
He  will  give  you  my  message  and  speak  to  you  for  me. 

May  all  of  you  strive  to  project  a  living  influence  into 
the  future,  worthy  of  your  great  and  cherished  fore¬ 
fathers. 

Sincerely  and  thankfully  yours, 

W.  J.  FINCK 

EARLY  DAYS  AT  ST.  MARY'S 

In  July  1787,  149  years  ago,  a  church  building  was 
standing  near  this  place  (100  rods  southeast  of  this 
spot),  and  it  was  familiarly  known  at  that  time  as  “the 
pine  church."  It  was  held  and  used  by  two  religious 
denominations,  the  Lutherans  and  the  Reformed  Pro¬ 
testants,  or  German  Reformed.  Both  denominations 
used  that  old  church  until  about  1873,  when  the  Luther- 
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ans  erected  this  building.  Two  years  later  the  Reformed 
congregation  built  the  church  just  above  Rinkerton,  call¬ 
ed  Grace.  I  suppose  that  the  old  church  was  abandon¬ 
ed  about  that  time,  and  shortly  removed.  The  old  grave¬ 
yard,  however,  I  am  told,  was  occasionally  used  for 
burials  for  some  time  longer. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  the  old  church  in  the 
field  yonder  (it  was  at  first  in  the  woods,  I  imagine)  was 
not  the  first  church  house  used  by  these  congregations. 
An  older  building  stood  somewhere  farther  southeast, 
perhaps  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles  farther  south¬ 
east.  To  my  knowledge,  the  exact  site  of  that  earilest 
church  building  has  not  been  located,  but  it  stood  on 
or  near  Rude’s  Hill.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  Rude’s 
Hill  seems  to  have  taken  its  name  from  a  Lutheran  min¬ 
ister,  Rev.  A.  R.  Rude.  About  1840  Rev.  Rude  married 
the  widow  of  William  Steenbergen  Jr.  They  lived  in 
the  Steenbergen  house,  just  off  the  Valley  Pike  (north¬ 
west  side),  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  that  has  since  been 
known  as  Rude’s  Hill.  This  old  house  is  near  the  en¬ 
trance  to  Shenandoah  Caverns,  and  has  just  recently 
been  repaired. 

What  the  old  church  in  the  locality  of  Rude’s  Hill  was 
called,  I  do  not  know,  but  when  the  new  church  (to  us 
the  old  one)  was  built  near  this  place  it  was  called  “Pine 
Church”.  The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  This  region 
was  heavily  timbered.  Splendid  oaks,  pines,  and  hick¬ 
ories  abounded.  In  fact,  this  region  along  on  these  lime¬ 
stone  hills  was  famous  for  its  forests,  its  timber.  Let  us 
start  at  Timberville.  Timberville  is  a  young  town,  but 
the  great  ridge  just  northeast  of  it,  the  ridge  on  which 
this  highway  (in  front  of  this  church)  comes  down  this 
way,  was  known  as  Timber  Ridge  as  early  as  1746.  On 
Saturday,  November  8,  1746,  Thomas  Lewis,  Peter  Jef¬ 
ferson,  and  others  were  surveying  the  Fairfax  Line  in 
that  vicinity,  moving  eastward,  and  they  wrote  down 
the  name  of  the  ridge  as  “Timber  Ridge”.  (See  “The 
Fairfax  Line,”  1925,  page  64.) 
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A  short  distance  farther  this  way,  along  this  same 
road,  is  Forestville,  and  the  region  thereabout  has  been 
known  as  “The  Forest”  for  at  least  a  century.  A  con¬ 
siderable  area  in  this  locality,  when  I  was  a  boy,  was 
known  as  the  “Pine  Woods”.  The  appropriateness  of 
that  name  can  hardly  be  appreciated  by  any  person 
under  the  age  of  60  or  65  years.  The  splendid  pine  trees 
that  used  to  decorate  and  enrich  our  forests  in  this  valley 
all  or  nearly  all  died  in  one  summer,  about  50  years  ago. 
Most  of  our  pines  were  yellow  pines,  thousands  of  them  as 
large  in  girth  as  a  flour  barrel,  many  of  them  larger; 
straight  as  a  ship’s  mast;  free  from  limbs  and  knots,  many 
of  them,  for  40  and  50  feet;  their  green  tops  reaching 
up  and  standing  out  like  a  huge  canopy  above  the  other 
trees  of  the  forest.  How  vivid  they  are  in  my  memory; 
and  I  remember  the  brown  death  that  suddenly  fell  upon 
them — how  that  wave  of  death  would  start  at  one  side  of 
a  forest  and  creep  slowly  over  it,  the  brown  wave  en¬ 
croaching  slowly  but  steadily  upon  the  green  canopy 
until  all  the  great  pines  of  the  forest  and  of  the  valley 
(with  few  exceptions)  were  dead.  Now  and  then,  in 
one  of  the  old  houses,  one  finds  today  some  old  yellow 
pine  boards  to  verify  my  claims  — fifteen  to  twenty- 
four  inches  wide,  many  of  them,  without  a  knot;  boards 
and  timbers  to  thrill  a  builder’s  heart.  In  those  days 
our  pine  trees  and  our  pine  forests  were  a  wealth  and 
a  glory. 

I  am  glad  that  those  magnificent  gifts  of  nature  have 
been  memorialized  in  the  name  of  this  church.  In  my 
boyhood  it  was  commonly  spoken  of  as  “Pine  Church”. 
But  I  remember  hearing  my  mother  or  father  say,  many 
years  ago,  that  the  proper  name  was  “St.  Mary’s  Pine”. 

My  old  home  was  only  three  and  a  half  miles  from 
here,  down  this  same  road,  and  my  home  was  at  a'  place 
called  “Woodlawn.”  I  grew  up  there  in  the  edge  of  the 
forest,  so  I  suppose  I  cannot  help  but  love  the  trees. 
And  I  can  discover  other  bonds  of  interest  in  Pine  Church. 
In  the  old  church,  the  one  that  stood  yonder  in  the  field, 
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my  father,  as  a  young  man  of  17,  was  taken  into  member¬ 
ship.  The  pastor  was  Rev.  Henry  St.  John  Rinker,  of 
the  Reformed  Congregation.  That  was  on  June  15, 
1846.  In  September  1855  my  older  brother,  James 
Worth  Wayland,  was  baptized  as  an  infant  in  the  same 
old  church.  My  brother,  I  think,  was  never  confirmed, 
but  my  father  and  my  sister  were  members  and  com¬ 
municants  at  Pine  Church  until  1875;  thereafter  at  Grace. 

In  1787  the  deed  was  made  for  the  old  church  lot 
yonder,  five  acres.  A  church  building  was  then  standing 
on  the  lot.  It  was,  we  may  believe,  a  comparatively 
new  building.  The  house  at  or  near  Rude’s  Hill  might 
by  that  date  have  been  40  or  50  years  old,  falling  into 
ruin.  Near  to  this  new  church,  in  1787,  was  a  grave¬ 
yard.  John  Adam  Rausch  had  been  buried  there  in 
October  1786.  The  inscription  on  his  tombstone  is  quite 
plain.  We  may  assume  that  the  church  was  there  also 
in  1786.  The  deed  for  the  church  lot,  five  acres,  was 
made  by  John  Ponewitt  (Pennywitt)  on  July  25,  1787. 
Those  five  acres,  with  420  acres  around  them,  had  been 
granted  to  John  Ponewitt  just  28  days  before.  Now, 
here  is  an  interesting  situation.  On  it  we  may  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  conjecture.  Evidently  the  church  was  built  and 
John  Adam  Rausch  was  buried  there  before  the  church 
trustees  had  title  for  the  lot;  before  John  Ponewitt  had 
title.  So  it  may  seem — so  it  may  have  been.  But  it  may 
have  been  otherwise. 

This  land  was  Fairfax  land.  It  lay  within  the  limits 
of  the  famous  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia,  a  vast  region 
out  of  which  have  been  erected  some  25  counties  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  West  Virginia.  The  Fairfax  Line,  surveyed 
in  the  fall  of  1746,  runs  across  the  Valley  about  six  miles 
above  here.  It  crosses  this  road  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
(southwest  of)  Flat  Rock.  It  crosses  the  Pike  a  mile 
above  New  Market. 

Lord  Fairfax,  the  proprietor  of  the  Northern  Neck, 
had  died  in  December  1781.  The  Revolution  was  undo¬ 
ing  the  bonds  that  had  bound  this  country  to  England,  and 
it  also  undid  a  good  many  things  in  this  country.  There 
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had  been,  from  time  to  time,  conflicts  in  title  between 
Lord  Fairfax  and  the  colonial  authorities  of  Virginia; 
also  between  Fairfax  and  others  who  held  title,  or  claim¬ 
ed  to  hold  title  from  the  colony  or  from  the  crown.  Most 
of  the  glebe  lands  of  the  Episcopal  churches  were  confis¬ 
cated  by  the  new  state. 

Now  this  is  a  possibility:,  I  set  it  forth  only  as  a  possi¬ 
bility:  it  may  be  that  these  congregations  here  at  Pine 
Church  had  received  a  grant  of  land,  a  gift  of  land,  from 
Lord  Fairfax,  prior  to  his  death  in  1781.  On  the  strength 
of  his  deed  of  gift,  at  his  promise,  they  may  have  gone 
ahead  and  built  a  church  and  buried  their  dead.  Either 
Fairfax  had  died  before  he  could  execute  a  formal  deed, 
or  there  was  some  question  which  later  arose  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  title  from  Fairfax.  To  quiet  all  claims, 
John  Ponewitt  in  June  1787  secured  this  land  by  grant 
from  the  state  (or  it  may  have  been  from  Fairfax’s  heirs) , 
and  the  next  month  he  conveyed  the  church  lot  to  the 
church  trustees.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  speculation 
here,  but  I  am  trying  to  find  some  rational  explanation 
as  to  why  a  church  was  built  and  people  buried  here  be¬ 
fore  anybody,  apparently,  had  a  grant  for  the  land.  I 
have  not  had  time  to  make  a  thorough  investigation. 
Possibly  records  at  Richmond  or  elsewhere  might  clear 
up  the  matter. 

I  do  know  that  in  another  case  Lord  Fairfax  made  a 
liberal  grant  to  the  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed  con¬ 
gregations  near  here.  At  Zion,  seven  and  a  half  miles 
northeast  from  here,  he  gave  the  trustees  a  tract  of  more 
than  400  acres  of  land.  He  issued  that  grant  on  Jan¬ 
uary  9,  1781,  just  eleven  months  before  he  died. 

The  grant  that  John  Ponewitt  received  on  June  27, 
1787,  at  this  place  was  for  425  acres  of  land.  I  should 
not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  it  was  the  identical  tract 
that  Fairfax  had  granted,  or  promised  to  grant,  shortly 
before  his  death.  Unless  some  assurance  had  been  re¬ 
ceived,  it  is  not  likely  that  a  church  would  have  been  , 
built  and  a  graveyard  put  into  use.  In  earlier  times  such 
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a  thing  might  have  been  done,  but  not  so  late  as  1786  or 
1781.  Accordingly,  I  am  of  the  opinion  (at  this  time) 
that  the  conveyances  of  1787  were  curative  or  confirm¬ 
atory,  rather  than  original. 

In  Woodstock  on  Monday  of  this  week  I  copied  the 
deed  that  John  Ponewitt  made  for  the  old  church  lot 
over  yonder  in  the  field.  You  will  be  interested,  I 
believe,  in  hearing  it.  It  is  interesting  as  history;  it  is 
also  interesting  as  a  legal  document.  If  any  good  law¬ 
yer  of  the  present  day!  can  write  a  better  deed  than  this 
one,  I  should  like  to  see  it. 

THIS  INDENTURE,  Made  the  Twenty-fifth  day  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  seven 
BETWEEN  John  Ponewitt  of  the  County  of  Shenandoah  in  the 
State  of  Virginia  of  the  one  part,  Michael  Sirel  Elder  &  Trustee 
for  the  Lutheran  Congregation  in  the  said  County  of  Shenandoah 
and  John  Filsmoyer  Elder  &  Trustee  for  the  reformed  protestant 
Congregation  also  in  the  said  County  of  Shenandoah  of  the  other 
part  WITNESSETH  that  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  sum  of 
Five  pounds  Current  money  of  Virginia  to  the  said  John  Ponewitt 
in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Michael  Sircle  &  John  Filsmoyer  Elders  and 
Trustees  as  aforesaid  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  two  Congregations 
at  or  before  the  Sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents  the  Receipt 
whereof  he  the  said  John  Ponewitt  doth  hereby  Confess  and  Acknow¬ 
ledge  and  for  Divers  other  good  Causes  and  Considerations  him 
thereunto  moving  But  Especially  for  the  Glory  of  God  and  the 
Spreading  of  his  precious  Gospel  he  the  said  John  Ponewitt  hath 
given  granted  bargained,  Sold  Aliened  Released  and  Confirmed 
and  by  these  presents  doth  give  grant  bargain  Sell  alien  Release 
and  Confirm  unto  the  said  Michael  Sircle  and  John  Filsmoyer  Elders 
&  Trustees  as  Aforesaid  for  the  sole  use  and  Behoof  of  the  said 
Lutheran,  &  Reformed  Protestant  Congregations  A  certain  Lott  or 
piece  or  parcel  of  Land  Lying  in  the  aforesaid  County,  and  on  the 
Drains  of  Mill  Creek,  it  being  Part  of  a  tract  of  Four  Hundred  and 
Twenty  five  Acres  Granted  to  the  said  John  Ponewitt  by  Patent 
Bearing  date  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  June  Ano.  Dom.  1787  it  be¬ 
ing  the  same  parcel  of  Land  whereon  the  Church  Commonly  Called  the 
pine  Church  now  Stands  and  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  said  two  Con¬ 
gregations  to  Build  thereon  one  or  more  Church  or  Churches  or 
other  Buildings  for  divine  worship  and  to  Bury  their  dead  and  the 
said  Parcel  of  Land  is  bounded  as  follows  BEGINNING  at  a  Stake 
one  pole  Below  the  head  of  a  Spring  and  Extending  thence  So.  78d 
wt.  two  poles  Crossing  over  the  middle  of  the  said  Spring  head  and 
Induing  one  half  of  the  Same  to  another  Stake,  Thence  So.  8d  30 
Et.  sixteen  poles  to  a  Stake  Thence  So.  66d  Wt.  Ten  poles  to  a  Stake 
by  Some  Limestone  Rocks,  Thence  So.  25  d  Et.  Twenty  Eight  poles 
to  a  Stake  Between  a  Locust  &  a  white  Oak,  Thence  No.  G5d.  Et. 
Twenty  Seven  and  a  half  poles  to  a  pine  &  a  Hiccory  and  a  white 
oak  Sapling,  Thence  No.  25d.  Wt.  Twenty  Eight  poles  to  a  Lime¬ 
stone  Rock  near  two  white  oak  Saplings  Thence  So.  G5d.  Wt.  Fifteen 
Poles  and  a  half  to  a  stake  and  then  No.  8d.  30'  Wt.  fifteen  poles 
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and  a  half  to  the  Beginning  Containing  Five  Acres  be  the  Same  more 
or  Less  AND  all  Houses  Buildings  orchards  ways,  waters,  water 
Courses  Profits  Commodities  Hereditaments  and  appurtenances* 

whatsoever  to  the  said  Premises,  &c . 

his 

John  P  Ponewitt 
mark 

Signed  Sealed  &  Delivered 
in  the  presence  of 
Jacob  Rinker  Jr. 

Adam  Ponewitt 
Fiillip  Roush 

Evidently,  John  Ponewitt  could  not  sign  his  name,  but 
he  could  make  his  mark.  He  did  make  his  mark. 

The  deed  was  acknowledged  before  the  court  the  next 
day,  July  26,  1787.  It  may  be  found  recorded  in  Shen. 
Co.  Deed  Book  F,  pages  423-426. 

Jacob  Rinker  Jr.  was  Colonel  Jacob  Rinker,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  citi¬ 
zens  of  Shenandoah  County.  He  was  a  magistrate  and  a 
surveyor.  It  is  very  probable  that  he  surveyed  the  lot  of 
land  conveyed  to  the  Pine  Church  trustees,  and  he  per-* 
haps  also  wrote  the  deed.  (See  my  History  of  Shenan¬ 
doah  County,  Va.,  1927,  pages  556,  557.)  Members  of 
the  Rinker  family  were  prominent  in  affairs  of  church 
and  local  government  for  many  years.  The  Rev.  Henry 
St.  John  Rinker,  who  was  for  many  years  a  pastor  at 
Pine  and  other  churches  in  the  county,  was  a  descendant 
of  Col.  J  acob  Rinker. 

I  went  to  Woodstock  last  Monday  to  verifiy  or  to  dis¬ 
credit  a  statement  which  I  made  in  my  History  of  Shen¬ 
andoah  County,  published  in  1927.  On  page  438  of  that 
book  I  state  that  John  Ponewitt’s  deed  for  the  Pine 
Church  lot  in  1787  was  witnessed  by  Jacob  Rinker  Jr.,- 
Adam  Ponewitt,  and  Felix  Roush.  I  was  disturbed 
about  Felix  Roush.  Not  having  seen  the  name  of  Felix 
Roush  anywhere  else,  I  was  wondering  whether  I  might 
have  misread  his  name.  On  examining  it  again  the  other 
day  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  had  misread  it,  and 
that  it  should  be  Philip  Roush,  though  the  spelling  is 
somewhat  irregular  and  it  appears  that  Philip  in  sign- 
inghis  name  used  some  German  and  some  English  letters. 


isiav  ’  ''  '  h  asi8 


•  t  3  »  •  *  M  J 


in  d,K  «Ij{  rrc;ia  [>f  moi>  tfiw*  rio*»  *!ff  *  fyji  fibbk. 


-ts<j  [  ’<•:  , ;.  >v1  ’ti'*1  i ly*  •  ')  *  U  .-J  1  »yovci(^  br.B. 


iffi  .,U,1Y/  03  B  ciiJBd 


. 


>:[&  to  vjteiH  v f 
OfiiH  sri.t  ‘u  o  •  ■  4  ••  if  !')» 

i  j . c  % 


■ 


-l if  STUuf!  yi»J  glU  JO*.  .ilCtJOrk  AW l  i  J.  '  -‘.-V 

irfstar  r  .  *riv  dv;  i •  ?iobiw^  ii*r  T  '  u  : 

-iffia  CT-  i]\i*  l  in^t  xik,)qqn  ii 


u-.‘M  r*  ■''  •".  ';  «£f  >  *  ,  >•  :  m.  ‘i  ■ 


34 


This  was  not  unusual.  I  have  found  many  other  in-* 
stances  of  this  kind. 

It  is  possible  that  Adam  Ponewitt  (Pennywitt),  wit¬ 
ness,  was  son  of  John,  the  maker  of  the  deed,  and  that 
Philip  Roush,  witness,  was  a  son,  one  of  the  sons,  of  John 
Adam  Rausch  (1711-1786),  in  whose  special  honor  we 
meet  here  to-day. 

It  is  not  necesary  for  me  to  go  into  a  history  of  the 
Roush  family.  The  History  of  the  Roush  Family  in 
America  has  been  written  and  published  in  a  large,  hand¬ 
some,  and  valuable  book,  with  which  most  of  you  are  fam¬ 
iliar.  You  are  today  dedicating  a  monument  here  at  the 
grave  of  John  Adam  Rausch.  You  erected  an  even  greater 
and  more  enduring  monument  when  you  published  your 
book,  the  Roush  Family  History.  I  shall  only  tabulate 
here  a  few  facts  about  the  early  Roushes  in  Shenandoati 
County  that  I  have  found  in  a  publication  of  the  U.  S. 
census  of  1790.  This  was  the  first  census  published  by 
the  Federal  Government,  and  it  is  made  up  largely  of 
censuses  taken  locally  at  earlier  dates.  It  contains  the 
names  of  the  heads  of  families  of  Shenandoah  County, 
with  other  pertinent  facts,  collected  in  two  different  years* 
1783  and  1785.  In  both  of  those  years  there  were  three 
John  Roushes,  heads  of  families,  in  this  county — John 
Roush  Sr.,  who  I  suppose  was  John  Adam  Roush,  the 
pioneer  ancestor,  who  died  in  1786.  In  1783  he  had 
two  in  family  besides  himself ;  in  1785,  three  in  family  be¬ 
sides  himself.  There  were  also  John  Roush  Jr.  and  an¬ 
other  John  Roush.  John  Roush  Jr.  in  1783  had  four  in 
family  besides  himself;  in  1785  he  had  three  in  family 
besides  himself.  He  was  probably  the  Captain  John 
Roush  of  the  Revolution.  The  other  John  Roush,  the 
third  one,  in  1783  had  seven  in  family  besides  himself, 
and  in  1785  he  had  six  in  family  besides  himself. 

Besides  these  three  John  Roushes,  there  were  five 
others:  Daniel  Roush,  George  Roush,  Henry  Roush, 
Jacob  Roush,  and  Philip  Roush,  all  heads  of  families  in 
this  county  in  1783  and  1785.  Philip  had  the  largest 
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family  of  all.  He  had  10  in  family  besides  himself  in 
1783  and  in  1785.  However,  his  family  was  pehaps  no 
larger  than  his  father’s  had  been,  if  I  am  correctly  in¬ 
formed.  It  is  probable  that  all  these  men  except  the! 
third  John  were  sons  of  John  Adam  Rausch,  the  pioneer. 
In  fact,  it  appears  that  John  Adam  Rausch  and  his  wife 
Susannah  had  also  sons  Balser  and  Jonas,  and  at  least 
one  daughter,  Mary  Magdalene.  They  may  have  had 
also  other  sons.  It  is  said  that  they  had  eight  or  nine 
sons  who  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolution.  Concerning 
some,  perhaps  most  of  these  there  are  definite  records. 
John  was  captain  of  a  company.  George  was  a  member 
of  his  brother  John’s  company,  and  also  served  under 
other  captains.  He  was  granted  a  pension  in  1832. 
Jonas  was  also  allowed  a  pension  in  1832,  and  it  was 
stated  in  his  application  that  he  took  part  in  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  and  he  was  evidently  present  at  the  surrender 

of  Cornwallis.  IQ^HI/IQ 

The  history  of  the  Roush  family  sho\^?,tTiarxh4^have 
been  patriots  as  well  as  pioneers.  They  have  been 
builders — builders  of  homes,  schools,  and  churches,  in 
other  states  as  well  as  in  Virginia.  A  notable  instance 
may  be  found  at  Solomon’s  Church,  which  is  located  not 
more  than  four  or  five  miles  southwest  from  here:  On 
June  13,  1790,  Henry  Rausch  and  his  wife  Dorothy 
gave  two  acres  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  Lutheran  and 
Reformed  congregations  at  that  place  (Solomon’s, 
Church) . 

The  Roushes  were  among  the  mainstays  of  the  early 
ministers.  Definite  testimony  is  borne  to  this  fact  in  the 
writings  of  Rev.  Paul  Henkel  (1754-1825).  In  1782  Rev. 
Henkel  paid  his  first  visit  to  this  locality.  Among  other 
members  of  his  faith  he  found  John  Adam  Rausch,  his 
wife,  and  their  sons  and  daughters.  Two  years  later 
he  located  here,  near  Pine  Church.  Among  his  friends 
and  loyal  supporters  were  the  Roushes  and  William 
Nease.  Dr.  Finck  tells  of  this  fellowship  in  the  val¬ 
uable  chapter  which  he  has  contributed  to  the  Roush 
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History  (pages  61-74).  Philip  Roush  provided  the  young 
pastor  (Paul  Henkel)  and  his  family  with  a  house. 
Other  members  of  the  family  are  mentioned  with  grati¬ 
tude,  and  special  emphasis  is  given  to  the  helpfulness  of 
Captain  John  Roush.  When  Solomon’s  Church  was 
built  (1793-1795)  the  Roushes,  Jacob,  Henry,  Daniel, 
George,  and  Jonas,  were  among  the  most  liberal  con¬ 
tributors.  Already  we  have  noticed  that  Henry  and  his 
wife  gave  the  land.  About  the  same  time  or  a  little 
earlier,  Rev.  Paul  Henkel  was  promoting  the  building  of 
a  church  in  New  Market.  There  too  the  Roushes  aided 
him,  John  Roush,  Jr.  (Capt.  John  Roush)  being  given 
special  mention.  At  all  three  of  these  churches,  Pine 
Church,  New  Market  (Davidsburg),  and  Solomon's,  the 
numerous  members  of  the  Roush  family  were  zealous 
and  substantial  helpers.  They  gave  an  earnest  here  of 
what  they  did  later  in  many  other  places. 

Three  years  ago  I  made  a  careful  examination  of  all 
the  gravestones  in  the  old  cemetery  yonder.  Many  of 
the  graves  are  not  marked  at  all,  except  by  depressions 
in  the  earth.  Some  have  only  small  rough  stones  with¬ 
out  inscriptions.  On  other  stones  that  once  had  inscrip¬ 
tions  the  heat  and  frost  of  the  years  have  wrought  so 
destructively  that  the  letters  and  figures  are  no  longer 
legible.  In  all  I  found  only  25  stones  that  I  could 
read — one  or  two  of  these  with  difficulty  and  uncertain¬ 
ty.  The  family  names  that  I  found  on  those  25  old  tomb¬ 
stones  I  tabulate  here  alphabetically: 
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3 

2 

1 
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Golledy 


Hockman 

Noel 


Ozburn 

Pence 


Pennywitt 


Rausch 

Rinker 

Sawlaw 
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Shaeffer 
Staley 
(?)  Taylar 
Walker 


2 

1 

1 

1  (Wacker) 


I  wish  that  I  could  be  certain  about  all  these  inscrip¬ 
tions.  I  am  not  certain  that  one  of  the  names  is  Taylor 
(Taylar),  but  it  looked  like  Taylor,  spelled  “Taylar”; 
and  the  death  date  seemed  to  be  January  18,  1785.  If 
so,  Jesse  Taylor  was  buried  there  a  year  and  nine, months 
earlier  than  John  Adam  Rausch,  who  was  buried  in  Oct¬ 
ober  1786.  But  I  . cannot  be  certain.  If  John  Adam 
Rausch  was  not  the  first  person  to  be  buried  in  that  sa-> 
cred  ground,  he  certainly  was  one  of  the  first. 


And  now,  finally,  just  a  word  more  about  that  deed  of 
1787  and  the  five  acres  of  land  that  John  Ponewitt  sold 
to  the  church  trustees  in  that  year.  Did  you  notice  that 
the  tract,  the  lot  of  land,  that  he  conveyed  for  the  church 
and  burying  ground  had  eight  dimensions?  It  had 
eight  unequal  sides,  or  sides  and  ends.  I  was  puzzled 
about  the  curious  shape  of  that  tract  of  land.  I  decided 
to  plot  it — to  draw  it  off  on  paper,  according  to  bear¬ 
ings  and  distances.  I  did  so;  and  then  I  was  puzzled 
more  than  ever — at  first.  What  I  saw  was  a  figure  of 
curious  shape,  resembling  an  old-fashioned  teapot  or 
coffee-pot,  or  watering  can.  Here  it  is.  I  have  drawn 
it  large,  and  in  heavy  black  lines,1,  so  you  can  all  see  it. 

What  is  the  explanation?  The  explanation  is  to  be 
found  in  the  wording  of  the  deed  and  in  the  land  itself. 
And  in  the  location  of  the  church,  which  was  already 
built  there  when  the 'survey  and  the  deed  were  made. 
The  body  of  the  church  lot  was  on  the  slight  ridge,  the 
elevated  land,  where  the  old  graveyard  and  the  site  of 
the  old  church  may  still  be  found ;  but  water  was  needed, 
occasionally  if  not  frequently.  The  children,  at  least, 
now  and  then,  had  to  have  a  drink  of  water.  The  long 
narrow  neck  of  land,  88  yards  long  and  only  11  yards 
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wide,  was  a  lane,  a  right-of-way,  leading  from  the  church 
to  the  spring.  The  church  owned  half  of  the  spring. 
The  spring  is  still  at  the  same  place — it  is  now  a  shallow 
well. 
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